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Xov. 1884. Gape Observations of Comet Barnard. 

Observations of Comet 1884 ( Barnard) made at the Boyal 
Observatory , Gape of Good Hope. 

(Communicated by David Gill, LL.D., F.E.S., H.M. Astronomer.) 

The following observations were made with the 7-inch Equa¬ 
torial and Eepsold filar micrometer by Mr. W. H. Finlay, 
Chief Assistant. The comet was so situated that meridian 
observations of the comparison stars could always be secured 
with the transit circle within a few nights after their comparison 
with the comet. The observations are corrected for the effects 
of refraction. 

The comet throughout presented the appearance of a small 
diffused nebulous mass. A nucleus was seen by glimpses on 
July 28, but the bright moonlight on following nights prevented 
more than an occasional suspicion of its existence. About the 
end of July the point of greatest condensation (in which the 
nucleus had been seen) was slightly towards the following part 
of the mass ; this was the point observed. In August the 
appearance of the comet was reduced by moonlight to a small 
round mass slightly brighter towards the centre; the centre of 
this mass was observed. The comet presented a similar appear¬ 
ance in September, and was similarly observed. The comet, as 
a rule, was faint and difficult to observe in August, probably 
from its being projected on the Milky Way as a background. 
An apparent increase of brightness on September 15 and follow¬ 
ing days was very striking, compared with the appearance of the 
comet in the end of August. 

Observations of Comet Pons-Brooks have been secured on 
forty-three nights from January 16 to April 29 inclusive, and 
will be published so soon as the meridian observations of the 
comparison stars have been completed. 

Differences of B.A. and KD.D. of the Comet and Comparison Stars , 
observed with the J-ineh Equatorial. 
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Notes. 

July 24. Comet exceedingly faint and difficult; hazy. 

28. Comet much easier to-night; distinct appearance of nucleus or con¬ 
densation. 

Aug. 1. Comet very faint; bright moonlight. 

5. Moon very bright; but fair observations. 

7. Bright moonlight; air very damp and hazy ; comet very faint. 

13. Comet faint. 

19. Comet very faint; very difficult. 

20. Comet exceedingly faint, scarcely possible to observe at all. 

22. Fair observations. 

Sept. 15. Comet much easier, and brighter than when last observed. 

The following Table gives tbe differences of Right Ascension 
and M.P.D. between the comparison stars and brighter stars 
observed with the Equatorial. 
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Cape Observations of Comet Barnard. 
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Nov. 1884. Dr. Morrison , Orbit of Barnard's Comet. 


Remitting Places of the Comet. 
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The Orbit of Barnard 9 s Comet, 1884. By J. Morrison, M.D.. Ph.D., 
Assistant on the American Ephemeris, Washington, D.C. 

From the numerous observations of this comet, already 
published, I select for the purpose of computing elliptic ele¬ 
ments the following observations made at Cambridge, Mass,, . 
Nice, and Washington respectively :— 
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